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WELCOME TO OUR
QUARTERLY UPDATE
2018 was an amazing year for the Friends, with
so many successes it is hard to list them all.
From the popular talks by Bill Cooke to Stockton Heath Festival, to a
wonderful Wine Tasting evening. The film nights go from strength to
strength and in the autumn we introduced new monthly Board Games Night.
We already have a fantastic line-up of events planned for 2019, starting with
a talk on Lasting Powers of Attorney, followed by a trio of talks by Bill Cooke
and in the Spring, Anita Young will be helping budding artists with her
Nature Drawing Workshops, along with our regular programme of Film
Nights and Board Games Evenings.

ARMISTICE TEA PARTY

November 2018 marked 100 years since the end of the first
World War. We commemorated this occasion with an
Armistice Tea Party in the library.
This was a new venture for the Friends and we
were astounded by the response; nearly 100
people called in to the library on Saturday 10th
November 2018 from 12noon to 3pm.
Many thanks to the Scouts and Brownies who came
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along and shared some of the research they had been
conducting about local soldiers who served in the
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Great War. We are also grateful to the fantastic
support of the library staff, especially Sue who made a
flower arrangement for the raffle. We wouls also like to
thank the following people for their contributions of
cakes and prizes for the raffle; Waterfields; Co-op
Funeral Care; Latchford Co-op; Donna Marie Gifts

We raised more than £200 for the Royal British Legion on the day.

www.libraryfriendsswish.org.uk
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
on the plans for the development of Stockton Heath Library
The Library Friends hosted a series of information-giving sessions, for members
of the public to provide details of the plans proposed for Stockton Heath Library.
These took place in the library on six days from mid October to the beginning of
November. We saw over 90 people, many of whom gave their comments on the
plans.
The overwhelming response was positive and ranged from considerable
excitement about the potential the changes offered, to those who were simply
pleased to see any plans which will enhance the viability of the library.
There were many specific comments on the plans. Notably, people were keen for
the library to be regarded as a community resource and many also looked
forward to the provision of a refreshment area. People at the sessions wanted
reassurance that the book stock and books available on shelves will be at least as
good as present. It was possible to give this assurance. The book stock across
Warrington is due to be enhanced over the next three years as part of the Library
Strategy.

The health of our civilization, the depth of our awareness about the underpinnings of our culture and our

concern for the future can all be tested by how well we support our libraries. — Carl Sagan
Updates on
developments at
Stockton Heath and
other the libraries
The development plans
for the library are
currently being converted
into a specification which
will go out to local tender
in the New Year. We are
hoping that the process
will be as speedy as
possible to ensure that the
impetus generated in
South Warrington can
continue.
Business plans are now in
progress in other
libraries, notably Padgate
and Culcheth.
WBC is preparing a five
year Library Strategy.

BILL COOKE’S WARRINGTON HISTORY
TALKS RETURN
Come along to Stockton Heath Library and
hear Bill Cooke’s fascinating talk about the
origins of Warrington and the events that
conspired to bring about this diverse town.
In early 2019 Bill will delight audiences with
his extensive knowledge of Warrington. The talks will range from the
middle ages through to the more notable prominent local MPs.
Due to the overwhelming popularity of these talks, earlier this year, we
expect that they will sell out very quickly.
Thursday 24th January: William le Boteler and the making of
Warrington

Thursday 7th March: What killed the Warrington Academy?
Thursday 4th April: Four women who helped shape Warrington.
Tickets are only £4 for each talk. Talks start at 7:30pm
Tickets will be available from the library
(either in person or call and reserve a ticket 01925 261148)
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“The reading of all good books is like conversation with the finest
(people) of the past centuries.” – Descartes

EVENTS AT STOCKTON
HEATH LIBRARY
Stockton Heath Library has a variety of
events over the next few months.
During January, pop in to any Livewire
Library and pick up your ‘Passport to
Health’ and enter our fantastic competition
with a chance to win £25 book token. All you
have to do is visit 5 different Livewire
Libraries in January. Once you have five
different stamps in your passport, submit it
to your local library for a chance to enter the
competition.
Every Tuesday morning, 11:30-12noon,
Stockton Heath Library offer a Storytime
session for all pre-schoolers. Please come
along to this FREE event and share a love of
reading with your child (term time only).
Stockton Heath Library are having a Big
Book Sale Bonanza from Friday 1st to
Monday 4th February, during normal
library opening times. Come and stock your
bookshelves with our bargains.

On Friday 8th February Natalie White
from NatWest will be holding a FREE dropin advice session at Stockton Heath Library
from 10:30am. Come along to the library for
advice on how to be safer on the internet
with our Friends against Scams. Anyone
can come along (or pre-book) and ask Natalie
for advice how to avoid the increasing
number of scams that are out there.
In February our popular half-term Crafts
session will be held on Thursday 21st
February from 2:30-4pm. This is a FREE
event aimed at children under 10 years old.

The board gaming nights have
proved to be very popular and
will continue every month, on
the fourth Tuesday of every
month
7.30pm until 10.30pm
at Stockton Heath Library.

On World Book Day, Thursday 7th March,
Stockton Heath Library will be having a
World Book Day Party Fun afternoon
3:30-4:30pm. There will be literary themed
games and many more. Come along dressed
as your favourite book character and join in
the fun.

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY (LPAs)

Board gaming nights

will be on
Tuesday 22nd January
Tuesday 26th February
Tuesday 26th March
Tuesday 23rd April

Thursday 17th January 2019 7:30pm
at Stockton Heath Library
A power of attorney is a legal document that allows someone to make decisions for you, or act on your behalf, if
you’re no longer able to or if you no longer want to make your own decisions. There are a number of reasons why
you might need someone to make decisions for you or act on your behalf. Or perhaps you have been asked to
consider taking on Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) for someone else and need to find out more about it.
Why they are so Important
You may have heard they’re a good idea but how do they work and do you need them? Are they safe? How can you
protect your assets for the benefit of your heirs?
This interesting and informative FREE presentation will give you all the
information you need to safeguard your future and that of your assets.
WHAT are they really all about? Are they worth it?

Refreshments will be provided.
Admission only £2
For more information or if you
have any questions please
contact Jon Middleton
on jonnymiddle@yahoo.co.uk

WHY your loved ones will be prevented from being involved in key decisions about your finances and welfare - have
you tried to speak to a supplier if you are not the account holder?
HOW your attorneys can access your case notes/medical files, attend decision-making meetings and challenge
authorities if you are being overcharged for your care.
WHO to appoint as your Attorney(s) and what authority should you grant to them?
WHEN should you arrange LPAs? Aren’t they just for old people?
HOW can you trust your Attorneys? You’ve heard some horror stories…
Is there an alternative? How does a Deputyship Order work?
This presentation will be given by David Espin, an experienced professional will writer
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SWISH
The SWISH Library Friends was
formally set up in August 2017. It
aims to support and champion the
library service, to foster the
involvement of the local
community, to encourage and
initiate new activities which widen
and increase the user base of the
library and to enhance and make
best use of the library facilities.
The SWISH Friends aim to be
practical and supportive, working
closely with the library service
provided by Livewire. The Friends
support the library services in the
delivery of the six universal offers
which form a national template
for libraries to deliver.
www.librariesconnected.org.uk

NATURE DRAWING WORKSHOPS
with Anita Young
“Feathered Friends and Furry Tails”
Learn the basics of drawing feathers and fur, birds and mammals in
pencil and pastel. No previous experience necessary and materials
will be provided.
The workshops will be run over two Sundays in Spring 2019, from
10:30am to 4pm. Dates to be confirmed. The workshops will cost
£10 per session or £18 if you book them both together.
Further workshop and booking details will be coming soon. Watch
The Friends notice board in Stockton Heath Library for 2019 event
dates.
Learn to DRAW with the help of NATURE
Learn about NATURE through the art of DRAWING

2019 Programme

WHAT YOU CAN DO
AND HOW TO JOIN
We welcome new members, especially
those who wish to be actively involved.
A membership application form is
available on our website. The Friends
do not have a membership fee but
invite donations to assist with
administration (£2 recommended).
If you would like to become involved in
any one of our activities, initiate a new
one, or help more generally, please
contact one of the officers.
We look forward to hearing from you
with any suggestions or offers of
support.

SWISH Friends have a noticeboard at
the entrance to Stockton Heath
Library. Please check frequently for
new events and borrow a book from
your local library.

FRIDAY 25TH JANUARY SPOTLIGHT 2015
The true story of how the Boston Globe
uncovered the massive scandal of child
molestation and the cover-up within the
local Catholic Archdiocese, shaking the
entire Catholic Church to its core.

FRIDAY 22ND FEBRUARY FILM STARS DON’T DIE IN
LIVERPOOL 2017
Hollywood actress Gloria Grahame
finds romance and happiness with a
younger man, but her life changes
forever when she is diagnosed with
breast cancer in the 1970s.

FRIDAY 29TH MARCH 12 ANGRY MEN 1957
A jury holdout (Henry Fonda)
attempts to prevent a miscarriage
of justice by forcing his
colleagues to reconsider the
evidence.

Stockton Heath Library, Alexandra Park,
Alexandra Road, Warrington WA4 2AN

www.libraryfriendsswish.org.uk
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